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Joint Statement
Holding the Line — Defending Bodily Autonomy and Human Rights for All

At this year’s International Dialogue for Population and Sustainable Development,
we gather in Berlin as a community bound by a shared belief: Sexual and reproduc-
tive health and rights (SRHR) are not privileges. They are fundamental human rights.
They are the foundation of our dignity, well-being, development and freedom to
make decisions about our own bodies and futures.

Yet, across the world, we are witnessing a troubling tide of retreat. Hard-won gains
are being rolled back. In some countries, the freedom to exercise sexual and repro-
ductive rights and bodily autonomy is being restricted and even criminalized. This is
not an abstract concern — it puts lives, at risk. In other countries, comprehensive sex-
vality education is being suppressed or censored. This leaves young people without
the knowledge and tools they need to make informed decisions about their bodies,
relationships, and futures. Discriminatory laws and harmful practices continue to deny
people — particularly women, girls, and people in marginalized settings — their basic
rights to health, safety, and self-determination.

In the face of these challenges, it is essential to support those working on the front-
lines of care, education, and advocacy. We recognize the resilience of SRHR advo-
cates, service providers, educators, and communities who, every day, defend these
rights and hold the line — sometimes at great personal risk. From the midwife ensuring
safe births in a conflict zone, to the youth leader breaking taboos by speaking about
consent, to the grassroots organization providing care in the shadows. Their courage
is not only our inspiration — but also our call to action.

Our gathering here in Berlin today demonstrates: We stand united as governments,
international organizations, civil society, private sector, academia, and committed
individuals around the world in defending bodily autonomy and sexual and repro-
ductive health and rights.

Together, we will continue to speak up and out for our shared conviction and com-
mitment to human rights. We will strive to ensure sustainable SRHR financing through
stronger domestic investment, continued international support, and innovative mecha-
nisms that strengthen local systems. And we will foster unrestricted access to essential
commodities and services. Only then, the rights of women and girls to bodily autono-
my, equality and opportunity can be fully realized.

Because everyone, everywhere, has the right to live with dignity, make informed
choices, and access the care they need — without fear, stigma, or discrimination.

Our message is clear: We are united. We are resilient. We will not step back. We will
not be silenced. And we will continue to defend and advance SRHR for all.



